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Chapter issues involved were emphatically such, as no court
3J'. could properly decide, involving inter alia the obliga-
tions of the Crown towards a chartered company when
the latter claimed to have a right to reimbursement of
expenditure on administration which had not been
defrayed from local revenue and to have acquired
property in all ungranted lands by conquest or other-
wise. A reference will be refused also if the advice
given would not be effective, as when the Colonial
Secretary in 1879 declined to refer to the Council the
issue of the right of the Dominion Government to dis-
miss the Lieutenant-Governor of Quebec on the score
that the Dominion Government would not be bound
by the advice.
The question has naturally been raised,1 arising out
of the power of reference, whether disputes between
Governments might not be made the subject of disposal
by the Privy Council. The issue became of serious conse-
quence in 1914 when the illegal action of the Union
Government in deporting agitators from the Union
might have caused serious difficulty as between the
British and the Dominion Governments. It was pointed
out that, if the agitators had been foreign subjects,
their Governments might have raised the issue of the
legality of their expulsion, and as between parts of the
Empire some mode of settlement of difficulties should
apply. The project has finally taken shape in the con-
ception of an Inter-Imperial Tribunal of a voluntary
character to deal with justiciable disputes arising be-
tween the Governments, which has been described
1 Keith, Imperial Unity and the Dominions, pp. 165,166; so as regards
the confiscatory legislation of Queensland in 1920; War Government of
the British Dominions, pp. 260, 261.